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INTRODUCTION 


HE general Introduction to the reduced photographic facsimile of the Codex Alexandrinus is 
prefixed to the part containing the New ‘Testament and the Clementine Epistles, issued in 
1909. In that Introduction is given the history of the manuscript, so far as it is known, and of 
the various editions of it, a statement of its contents, and an analysis of the various hands of the 
scribes and correctors employed upon it. lo this there is little that is material to be added here.! 
The present part (the first of four that will contain the Old Testament) comprises the 
Octateuch. ‘These eight books form a single unit, written by a single scribe. They are also the 
part of the manuscript which has been most extensively corrected. As has been stated in the 
general Introduction, the original readings of the MS., and the work of the various correctors, 
are indicated as follows: 
A = the reading of the MS. when there has been no alteration. 
A* = the original reading of the MS. when there has been an alteration. 
A! = the reading of the correction, when it has been made by the original scribe. 
A‘, AY, A’, &c. = readings due to subsequent correctors. 

The attributions of the various corrections to their several authors, so far as the present editor 
has been able to satisfy himself on the subject, are recorded in the larger Cambridge edition of 
the Septuagint? Most of them are due either to the original scribe or to the first corrector (A®), 
whose hand (when visible on an un-erased portion of the vellum) is smoother and rounder than that 
of his predecessors, but does not appear to be materially later in date. This corrector worked very 
drastically on the earlier books of the Octateuch, frequently erasing whole passages of two, 
three, or four lines, and substituting a fresh text. The textual relation of the corrector to the 
original scribe does not appear to have been studied as yet, but the material is now available in 
the edition of Messrs. Brooke and McLean, and (substantially) in the earlier edition of Dr. Swete. 
It is possible that a study of this subject would assist in determining the authorship of certain 
of the corrections, where the palacographical indications are doubtful. The work of the other 
correctors (of whom three may be discerned) is of very minor importance, 


F. G. KENYON, 


British Museum, 
15 Jan., 1915. 


" Prof. Burkitt, in a review of the New Testament volume (Journal of Theological Studies, xi. 603, 1910), has 
some interesting remarks, favouring the tradition recorded by Wetstein (see N. T., Introduction, p. 7, note 3) to the 
effect that the manuscript was found at Mt. Athos. In his opinion, the Arabic note by ‘* Athanasius the humble” 
may be contemporary with Cyril, and the work of one of his staff; the MS. may never have been in Egypt at all until 
Cyril brought it there, but may be of Constantinopolitan origin, which would account for the Constantinopolitan 
character of its text in the Gospels. If an Arabic scholar and palaeographer states that it is not possible to be 
certain whether a note was written in the fourteenth or the seventeenth century, it is not for those who have no 
knowledge of Oriental palaeography to dispute the statement ; but it does seem absolutely impossible to believe that 
Cyril had himself brought the MS. from Athos to Alexandria. If Cyril had himself found it at Athos, and presented 
it to the patriarchate at Alexandria with an anathema on its removal, it is not very likely that he would have 
transferred it to Constantinople, and still less likely that he would have impressed its Egyptian origin on Sir Thomas 
Roe (as he evidently did), and suppressed its Athoan derivation and his own merit in discovering it. But even if 
these difficulties are ignored, it is plainly incredible that he should with his own hand have stated its Egyptian origin, 
as he does in the autograph note prefixed to the manuscript, and should have attributed the mutilation of the end of 
the MS. to the ill-treatment which the Christians and their books suffered after the Mahomedan conquest of Egypt. 
This note makes it certain that Cyril himself believed in the Egyptian origin of the MS.; and in face of this evidence, 
the statement of his deacon, Matthaeus Muttis, falls to the ground. One is tempted to say that Prof. Burkitt's 
suggestion has only the attractiveness of the improbable. 

? The Old Testament in Greek... , edited by A. E. Brooke, B.D., and N, McLean, M,A., Vol. I, part i 
(Cambridge, 1906), 
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